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ice for the country's prime
engineering university.

University sources said
the service will be olficially
launched in January and the
registered students and oth-
ers will able to enjoy hi
speed intemet (at least 512
kbps) from February
onwards.

Alread, the service is
being provided on experi-
ment basis.

Wi-Fi service on BUET
campus soon
FE Report

Wi-Fi service will soon be
available in the campus of
Bangladesh University of
Enghee.ing ard Technology
(BUET) for the first time.

Base Technologies in
associatioo with Institute
of Information and
Communication
Technology (IICT) will
provide the qireless serv-
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AMTOB honours disabled FFs
*.5-:t:I ..... ...

Four third-getreratiotr (3G) licence notd-
ing private cell phone opemto$ honowed
some 325 physically-challenged freedom
fighters and members of martyred freedom
fighters'families by handing over sman-
phones with SIM cards to them.

Ihe operators - Ainel. Banglalink.
Grameenphone and Robi Axiata- under the
banner of Association of Mobile Telecom
Operators of Bangladesh (AMTOB) hon-
oured them with the technology products at
a ceremoly organi\ed by Bangladesh
Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission (BTRC) at the National
Museum Auditorium Tuesday.

Minister for Posls and Telecommuni-
cations (MoPT) Rashed Khan Menotr
attended the event as the chief guest while

Information Mioister Hasanul Huq Inu,
Ministe! for Shipping and Libemtion War
Atrans Shahjahan Khan and Secretary of
MoPT Md Abubakar Siddique were present
as special guests.

BTRC Chairman Sunil Kanti Bose
chaired the progarnme.

AMTOB Secretary General T I M Nurul
Kabir gave the welcome address in the pro-
glamme.

He said MNOS are proud to be a part of
honoudrg rational heroes by sponsoring
the 3G enabled handsets to the disabled
fteedom fighters and members of martyred
fteedom fightels' families.

BTRC Vibe-Chairmar Md Giashuddur
Ahmed and some teedom fighten also
spoke on the occasion where representa-
tives of mobile phone operators were also
present.
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Phone data: Tracking them
trackirg me

ERSONAL data has been hans-
formed into a valuable new cur-
rency in the digital age, with rev-

The collection, storage and distribution of data from communications and intemet use is no longer in its .

infancy. Now, the question is to what extent can people control the use of it, and even benefit through
personalised services. While the search may be painfully slow and laborious, an occasional data

audit updating user preferences and assessing the extent ofthird party access !o your
personal data should be a new yeads resolution for most people. Everyone shotild know

who has what information and ,how they use it, write Daniel Thomas and Dan Thomas

and like, and where you have visited.
For all communications and intemet

groups, these data points arc valuable
in customising advertishg alrd cotr-
tent. The collection, storage and distri-
butioi of data fiom communications
and intemet use is no longer in its
infancy. Now the question is to what
extent can people control the use of it,
and even benefit tbrough personalised
services.

WIDE DIFFERENCE IN AVAIL-
ABILITY OF PERSONAL DETAILSI
All communications groups based in
the EU will give use* data held on
them otr request, although sgme are
better at responding than others, writes
Dan Thomas.

The easiest way to obtain data from
companies is thlough a subject access
request. This can be made through a

form that most companias should have
on their websites, or provide on
request.

This is normatly a simple process
where individuals can list what infor-

pile an accurate log of movemerfs and lege glean ftom my data? Firstly, that I

A request to my mobile operator sonably expeNive smafphone con-
resulted in hundreds of pages of infor- tract. Then there is data about who I
mation, which would also be accessible have called o! texted, which can be
to public sector bodies and civil ser- used to create a network ofpeople I arn
vants under the Regulatiotr of in regular contact with, evea if ihe
lnvestigatory Powers Act 2000 in the names and cootelt are not included.
UK. The information included who I The police, for example, oan use such
called, texted or emailed, as well as information to link people involved in
when and where I was when messages crimes or terrorist activi[y.
were received, but did not stretch to the Where it starts to feel uncomfortably
content of these communications. The like personal surveillance is the extent
telecoms groups need to keep records of location-based information, given
for up to a year and will hand over the effectiveness oftracking by mobile
details if requested by a govemmetrt operators based oD the radio tower con-
body with sufficient authoity.l^2012, nected to a mobile handset.
public authodties submitted 570,135 Unsuprisingly, my data shows that I
.rsqussts, for qopmunicalioDs data. -. spend,Ihe. vast amotrlt qf .my tr4e
,or Jtrpre is a. Birly. wide goup lthst,sal ... vthprn:l:[tiE,and xprk In. LqAdon,. pkE.
request such infomatioE which falls a lot of time in the City, as you might
short of proving the "tapping" of con- expect for a fimncial joumalist.
tent that has caused cortoversy in the There is evidence of the pleDtiful
light of the information provided by business meetings irl Westminstet
Edward Saowden into US surveillance Holbom and Canary Wharf, and lunch-
operations. In the UK, such contetrt es in Mayfair aod Farringdoa.
ioterceptioo can be caried out by the Evenings out in the West End arc made
telecoms groups but only through a clear by my phone attaching to the
court order, signed offby the seqetary mast on Dean Street itr Soho (seeming-
of state. ly above the Tor*'nhouse) and summer-

Nevertheless, the information also time visits to the Oval to watch cricket.
has a cornmercial value for the mobile I am pretty cefi;in that the cell tower
opemtors, which carr custom f1t adver- above the Five Bells pub in Finchley is
tising for braods based on anonymised pickiog up the long walks trying to get
but still personal details suclL as my my child to sleep. hdeed, our baby's
location, ge[der, age, device informa- age can be worked out pretty easily by
tion aod district addrcss. the dozens of calls made in aod around

So what can those with the required the north Londo[ hospital where he
level of clearance or commercial privi- was bom in the spring.

So far, so revealing. But it is notjust matiotr they require - although there is
mobile operatoG that store data. There also norm.lly a processing fee
are many other companies that hold iflvolved and a wait of seveEl weeks.
iDformation on people, ranging ftom There is wide difference ii availabil-
banks to transport gloups, although not iry of data held by htemet gloups.
many will be covered by legislatioo Companies such as Google make it
forcing them to hold on to or provide easy to search though the information
aqcess to infomation especially if they hold, ranging from location to
based outside the UK. Many use this preferences through various parts of its
data for marketing purposes, however, websites (such as https://maps.google.
ofien wirh the user's permission. cort/locationhistory/or wwrr.google.
including through the use oicookies on co.uk/adVpreferercis)
websites. Websites and applications such as

sinilarly detailed location informa- Facebook provide details through
tion is collected by the makers ofhand- account settings, while companies such
sets that can be used by any application as Microsoft can be contacted dilectly
that has be€fl given approved access to with requests for data.
a photre's location, such as Google However, drilliag into data held by
Maps. .-,,, .-^lther wnbsjlBs atd applicatipDs 94 your
.,. Technology cornpa+ks plq91 receiw,, ,4!i;r,.cao.become more .{iff\qulg par-
lequests ftom govemhents and oourts ticularly as they are often based in
aroutrd the world to hand over user other cou[tries.
dat4 with Google for example report- Othels have sought to find and use
ing more than 25,000 such requests just - what companies hold on them. Malte
in the first six months of20l3. Spitz, a politician for Germany's Grcen

As a user ofcoogle,I have rcceived party, gathered all the data held by
almost 3,000 emails in the last four Deutsche Telekom, which he combined
we€ks but sent 

^ 
fierc 719, which is with information such as Twitter feeds,

about right given how few emails war- blog entries and websites.
rant even reading, let alone replyitrg to. While the search may be painfully
Facebook, likewise, holds a wide vari- slow and laborious, atr occasional data
ety ofinformation, from whioh evetrts I audit updadag user preferences and
have been iDvited to (including "Nighi assessing thd extent of third party
0f the aRocKalypse") messages sent access to your persotral data should be
aod received, and the oontent posted by ' a new yea/s resolution for most peo-
myself or my ftiends. The }vebsite ple. Everyone should lxrow who has
allows the user to choose how much what infonnation and how they use it.
data can be viewed, with targeted ads
offered based on what ftiends sharc

elations over govemment surveillance
and how companies are able to com-
mercially exploit our data at the fore-
front ofthe debate.

But how much infomation is poten-
tially available on the average smart-
phone user? As an experirnent, I decid-
ed to access my own data files from
third parties to find out.

The results were suprisingly reveal-
ing, shov.ing my favoudte lulrch loca-
tions, sportitrg preferences and even
the methods I use to get our nevrbom
son to sleep at night.

All companies in lhe European
Urion (EU) will now give users data
held on them on request, but the tele-
coms groups have come under particu-
Iar scrutiny givetr how much infomE-
tion they hotd is shared with govem-
ment departments.

Even a relatively superficial hawl of
the data they hold can be used to com-

communications.

There ls wide diffo.ence in availability ol data held by inte?net groups,
Companles such as Ggogle make lt easy to sbarch through ihe intorma-
tion they hold, ranging from locatlon to proferences through various
parts of its websites (such as https://maps.googls.con/locationhistory/or
www.google.co.uk/ads/pref erencos).

aE good for regul!ft pa),rnents oo a !ea-

FT Syndlcallon Servlce
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3G handsets given to
323freedom fighters
BTRC and AMTOB take the initiative
with the sponsorship from four mobile
operators
f Muhammad zahidul lslam

The telecom regulator BTRC and Asso-
ciation of Mobile Telecom opeiators of
Bangladesh (AMTOB) yesterday hon-
oured disabled freedom fighters and
family members of martyred freedom
fighters by presenting 3c-enabled mo-
bile handsets. .

= 
'Mobile operators are proud to

= 
be a part of etrorrs to honoul

= 
nation.l heroes'

IOUr moDtle phone operatoE -

Grameenphone, Robi, Airtel and Ban-
glalink sponsored a total of 323 mobile
handsets with 3G SIM cards,

Telecommunications Minister
nasired Khan Melon distributed the
handsets and SIM cards at a function
at the National Museum auditorium in
Dhaka.

Informatio[ Minister Hasanul Huq
Inu, shippirg and Liberation War Af-
fails Minister shahjahan Khan, Tele"
com Secretary Md Abubakar Siddique,
BTRC Chairrnan Sunil Kalti Bose and
AMTOB Secretary General TIM Nurul
IGbir were also present.

"Mobile operatoE are proud to be a
palt of efforts to honour national he-
!oes," said TtM Nurul Kabir.

Bangladesh Telecommunica-
-tion Regulatory Commissiofl (BTRC)

vice-chairman Md GiashuddiD Ahmed
and freedom fighters Hemayet Uddin
Birbii{iom and MA Mazed also spoke
on the occasion.

Earlier, the state-owned operator
Teletalk gave freedom fighteG 3c-con-
nected SIM cards with Tk5oo ftee talk
time per month.

AMTOB sources said the mobile
haldset vendor Symphorly would pro-
vide technical supports to the hand-
sets afld give training on how to use
the handsets.

Referdng to the speech of BNP lead-
er Khaleda Zia, Shippint and Libera-
tion War Affairs Minister Shahjaian
Khan said: "she will rename not only
Gopalganj, but also the whole country
as 'BaDglastan' as per the name of Pa-

kistan."
"It's not IIew for BNP. Its founder Zi-

aur Rahmal, who usurped power after
1975 after the assassination offather of
the natioD, changed'the name of Ban-
gladesh Betar to Radio Bangladesh like
Radio Pakistan and also of Chittagong
Port to Port of Chittagong like Port of
Rarachi."

'After taking over state power, A-
. a\u Rahman rehabilitated the people
like Sabur Khan (razakar and the['
Muslim League leader.) later, his
wife (Khaleda Zia) made Nizami and
Muzahid (convicted of war cdmes)
miristers." 3
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AMT0B sponsors BTBC

initiative to distibute 3G

handsebto FFs
Busr Ess oEs(

Association of Mobile Telecom Op-
erators of Ba gladesh (AMTOB)
Tuesday honored disabled freedom
fighters and members of martyred
freedom frghters by handing over 3C
enabled mobile handsets through a
function organized by Bangladesh
Telecominunication Regulatory
Commission (BTRC).

Four 3G license acquirilg Mobile
Network Operators (MNOS) - Attel.
Banglalink, Grameenphone and Robi
Axiata sponsored a totat of 3 mo-
bile handsets with SIM cards.

The 3G enabled handsets were
handed over to the disabled freedom
fighters and members of martvred
lreedom frghters through a function
at the National Museum Auditorium.

Minister for Posts and Telecom'
munications (MoPT) Rashed Khan
Menon attended the function as the
chief guest while Informati6h Minis-
ter Hasanul Huq Inu, Minister for
Shipping and Liberation War AffaLs
Shahjalan Khan and Secretary of
MoPT MD. Abubakar Siddique at-
tended the function as special guests.



&rt*<r.Ge.h-p*.

Shipping and Liberation War Affairs Minister Shahjahan Khan, Post and Telecommunications Minister Rashed
Khan Menon, lnlormation Minister Hasanul Huq Inu aid BTRC Chairman Sunil Kanti Bose seen at a function in
Dhaka on Tuesday.
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Md. Adil Hossain Noble, Head Coryorate and SME Sales ofAfutel Bangladesh
Limited and Zahirul Islam, Managing Director of PHP Spirufng Mills Limited
€xchanging docrunents after signing ihe agr.eement.

Bangladesh

custorner e\perience for
their
customers.

Afutel signs corT)orate deal
with PHP Spinning Mills

Airtel Bangladesh
Limited, one ofthe fastest
growing mobile service
providers of the country,
has recently signed an
agreement with PHP
Spinning Mills Limited at
its head office in
Chittagong, says a prcss
release.

Airtel
Limited will be providing
PHP Spinning Mills
Limited with best in class
mobile solutions like

voice call, 2G arrd 3G
internet services etc.
Dudng the signing
ceremony, Md. Adil
Hossain Noble, Head
Corpomte and SME Sales
of Airtel Bangladesh
Limited exchanged
documents with Zahiiul
Islam, ManagingDirector
of PHP Spiniing Mills
Limited. Al(thar PaNez.
Director, !-arid, IT
Manager of PHP Group
and Areef A Chowdhury,

Corporate Sales Manager,
Mashfique Al Meelad .

Cor.porate Relationship
Executive of Airtel
Bangladelh LiEited were
also presert during the
signing ceremony.

Aiftel is comnitted to
bringing new features of
coIporate solutions and
3G internet and thereby
ensut'lng enriched

corporate
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